------ The Annual Report from -----

THE WASHINGTON LAKES ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER NO. 18

WASHINGTON, MAINE

Annual Meeting

President’s Message

The 15th Annual Meeting of the
Washington Lakes Association will be
held at 7:00 PM on Thursday, August
17, 2006 at Medomak Camp Retreat Center
(at Senior Camp, the only right hand camp
entrance traveling north on Rte. 220).
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Your Lakes Association has had another
productive year. Last fall after the annual
meeting, volunteers repaired the dam
at the outlet. Water had eroded the dirt
in front of and under the sluiceway and
was leaking under the dam. This resulted
in the lowest lake level in recent memory
and many complaints. George Carlezon
provided his excavator and Gerald
Bartlett furnished gravel to construct a
coffer dam. The Association purchased
seven yards of concrete which was
poured in front of the sluiceway, sealing
the leak. I want to thank George and
Jerry for their equipment and also thank
John Medeika and Robert Medeika for
their labor. Even with the heavy rains
this spring the project appears to have
been successful.
One of the objectives of the Association
is to educate the public about natural
resources. In the past we have annually
sponsored one or two children at a
conservation camp. We recently found
that the Museum of Science, Boston has
an off-site program whereby they will
come to the local community. We have
offered to fund that program at Prescott
Memorial School in the fall. This
program will can reach more children
than the camp sponsorship. We hope the
same program will be made available to
adults during the evening. Keep an eye
out this fall for a flyer about the MSB
program.

Wings over the Watershed, a narrated
slide show, is the program for this, our
fifteenth year annual meeting. The
presentation will be made by staff of the
Medomak Valley Land Trust, which is
also celebrating its 15th year. Beautiful
aerial photos , old pictures and post-cards
are complemented by an informative talk
combining history and nostalgia while
describing the many land use changes
over the past centuries. There will be a
brief question and answer period after the
program which lasts about 40 minutes.
Refreshments will be served
The Nominating Committee offers this
slate of officers for the 2006-2007 Board
of Directors:
President .............. Don Grinnell
Vice-Pres. ............ Pete Melgard
Secretary .............. Charlotte Henderson
Treasurer.............. Liz Grinnell
Directors: ............. David Allen
.................... David Cichowski
Marlene Cohn
Larry Esancy
We'll will also hear nominations from
the floor at the annual meeting.
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All Association members in good standing
are eligible for election to the Board. If
you would like to be added to the final
ballot, please submit your name to
Charlotte Henderson, Secretary at 342
Liberty Road, Washington, ME 04574;
845-2661; or charlotte@fairpoint.net.
Nominations may also be made from
the floor at the annual meeting.

Free Boat Rides
By the time you receive this, the Lakes
Association will be preparing for its
participation in Washington Days. On
Saturday, July 29, from 10:00 am to
2:00 pm, Ron Luce and Andy
Mendelson have offered to provide free
boat rides on Washington Pond.
Medolark Camp will provide boat rides
on Sunday afternoon, launching from the
camp. Children must be accompanied by
an adult.

SUMMER 2006
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Members enjoyed an educational cruise on Maine
Lakes Conservancy Institute tour last year.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Support Your Lakes – Be A Member
Washington’s Lakes are everyone’s concern.
Please renew your membership or join as a
member. You may pay your dues at the Annual
Meeting or mail them to WLA Treasurer, Liz
Grinnell, 74 Liberty Road, Washington, ME
04574. Please use the renewal form is on the
back of this newsletter to help us keep our
records are current and remit by Sept. 1, 2006
so that you get all WLA’s messages. Thanks!
--President’s Message continued --

One of the suggestions from 2005 for
this year’s Washington Days was to have
an information booth to assist people in
finding the various activities. The Lakes
Association has stepped forward to staff
the booth on both Saturday and Sunday in
the vicinity of the Village Park.
The Village Park will also be the
location to catch the shuttle to the boat
launch site (Pete Melgard and Larry
Esancy will provide the shuttle service.)
Bottled water will be sold at the
information booth with proceeds going to
the Association. If you would like to
volunteer for a shift at the booth, please
call Liz Grinnell at 845-2377.
Our paid membership was down this
past year. Whether you are a previous
member, or someone interested in joining
for the fist time, I ask that you please
complete the annual membership form
return it as soon as possible.
It has been my pleasure to serve as your
President this past year, and I wish to
thank the other officers and board of
directors for their work. Don Grinnell

The symbol on the masthead of this newsletter is from a brochure printed by the Maine Dept. of Environmental Protection.

Washington Lakes Association Membership Renewal Form
Name: __________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________

___ Individual ($10) ___ Family ($15)
___ Association/Corporation ($25)
__ Student ($5)

___ Sustaining ($100)
Add'l Donation:

$____ Lake Testing

$____ general

Please complete this form so that our records are current. Please use the mailing address you prefer to receive all WLA correspondence.
Make checks payable to the Washington Lakes Association. Bring this form and your dues payment to the Annual Meeting or mail to:
Liz Grinnell, Treasurer, 74 Liberty Road, Washington, ME 04574.
2006

Loon Count 2006
The up-to-the-minute
2006 loon count on
Washington Pond
is officially 8 adults.
But, although they are
not part of the formal
count, 4 chicks have been seen. Thank you
to Raymah Mendleson and Mildred
Melgard for this late news.
Audubon’s time frame was 7 to 7:30
am on July 15–the official loon count
period when volunteers all over the state
go out to monitor sites. Though the chicks
are not in the state tally we welcome them!
The Maine Loon Count was launched
in 1983 by Maine Audubon and the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife and timed so that, typically,
chicks will have hatched. High water,
storms, or other hazards can force loon
pairs to attempt second or third nests. We
are very happy to hear that some chicks
have been seen. Let’s hope they survive to
become adults.
If you find a dead bird . . . Sadly, we
do find a dead bird once in awhile. Maine
Audubon is assisting Tufts University with
their work on loon mortality. If you find a
dead loon, please contact Susan Gallo at
Maine Audubon, (781-6180 ext. 216).
She’ll make arrangements for storing the
loon and for shipping it to Tufts
University.
Researchers are also interested in discovering the causes of other bird deaths.
Found dead birds should be stored in a
double plastic 'ziploc' bag and place in a

cool shaded place out of reach of pets or
wild animals. All birds except crows, jays
and ravens are accepted. Collection sites
include: NEXT COLUMN

put it in a shaded place out of the reach of
pets. Wash hands after handling birds,
even when no apparent skin contact has
occurred. Do not store the bird in your
refrigerator, freezer, or cooler. Call one
of these or an agency of your choice for
advice or information.

WLA CELEBRATES 15 YEARS
The Washington Lakes Association
has accomplished quite a lot in its 15year history. In addition to the repairs
at the outlet described in the
President’s Letter, some of our other
achievements are listed on the
enclosed flyer. WLA thanks everyone
who helped us reach our goals. Our
lakes are consistently among the best
because of the care we all take to obey
the rules and respect the lake water
and its surrounds. THANK YOU !!!
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There are 1,780 “Washington Pond”
listings on Google. But only one is
Our Washington Pond.
Become a member and help maintain
our beautiful and healthy lake and shore.
Everyone who cares about the
lake is welcome.
LOON… CONTINUED

SeaNet – MAINE Friendship
207-832-8286
Avian Haven Freedom
207-382-6761
Sheepscot Val. Cons. Assn. Newcastle
207-586-5616
It is important not to handle any dead
bird with your bare hands. Use plastic or
rubber gloves or a stick to place the bird in
a plastic bag inside another plastic bag and

Be LakeSmart…
for Your Lake's Sake
In case you haven’t heard about
LakeSmart, it’s program conceptualized in
2001 and implemented in 2003 to
recognize homeowners in lake watersheds
who manage and landscape their property
in a natural, lake-friendly manner. It
involves a site visit by a Soil and Water
Conservation District personnel
or DEP educator. Categories that are
evaluated include: 1) driveway and
parking areas; 2) structures and septic
systems; 3) yard, recreation areas
and footpaths; 4) shorefront and beach
areas; and 5) the new category for 2005,
undeveloped areas. Home-owners may
qualify for awards and those who are
recognized are listed at
www.MaineDEP.com/LakeSmart.
Anyone can request a LakeSmart site visit,
attend a LakeSmart Workshop or initiate a
LakeSmart Walk 'N Talk by contacting the
Maine Soil & Water Conservation District
or the Maine DEP.

The symbol of the masthead of this newsletter
is from the LakeSmart brochure printed by the
Maine Dept. of Environmental Protection.

